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Sketch of the Life of Rear-Admiral Thomas Graves. 


To the PRINTER. 
SIR, 

S the late gallant and enterprizing attack made at Copen- 

hagen, unequalled in the annals of naval hiftory, defervedly 
interelts public attention, it may not be uninterefting to your 
readers to have a fketch of the life and naval proceedings of one 
of the heroes that contributed fo handfomely to the fuccefs of 
that day ; I mean Rear-Admiral Thomas Graves. Your giving 
ita place in your Weekly Entertainer will gratify many of your 
readers, and oblige your very humble fervant, 


NAVALIS. 


THIS officer is one of the younger branches of a very wor- 
thy family of that name, a part of which has been long fettled in 
the weft of England, and in which family there, have been fe- 
veral naval officers, three of whom, by their long and faithful 
letvices, were promoted to high ranks in their profeflion, the pre- 
fent Lord Graves being one of thofe three. * 

Rear-Admiral Thomas Graves is the fon of a clergyman, 
who fettled in the north of Ireland, and who had an exceeding 
large family, four of whom, fons, viz. Samuel, John, our prefent 
fubjeét Thomas, and Richard, have all diftinguifhed themfelves, 
and have rifen by their fervices to confiderable rank in the royal 
navy of England. ; 

It appears that Rear-Admiral Thomas Graves left his father 
ata very early period of life, and put himfelf under the pro- 
teGion of his uncle, the late Admiral Samuel Graves ; and for 
lome time, in the French war of 1756, he ferved as Midfhipe 
man on board his Majefly’s fhips Scorpion, Duke, and Venus, 
tntil the peace, after which he was placed under the care of his 
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relation and patron, the prefent Lord Graves, who was then 
Captain of his Majefty’s fhip Antelope, and Governor of Ney. 
foundland, and who he afterwards, in the year 1765, accom. 
panied to the coaft of Africa, where he was promoted to a Liev. 
tenancy on board his Majefty’s thip Shannon, and continued to 
ferve as Firft Lieutenant of her when fhe lay at Portfmouth, 
In the latter end of the fame year he fhewed an aétivity which 
often carries young men into fituations, that nothing but a daring 
{pirit can extricate them from; this happened more than once 
to the Rear-Admiral, while he was Lieutenant of the Shannon, 
It is faid that Lord Graves firft difcovered in him thofe dawnings 
of an enterprizing genius, in the courfe of his voyage down the 
coalt of Africa, by a very urgent and preffing folicitation to be 
permitted a volumeer on an expedition up the river Gambia, to 
difpoffefs the French ot a fettlement they had made upon the 
banks of that river. This fervice was deemed to be hazardous, 
from a belief that the French would defend their works. 

After the Shannon was paid off our young officer had no 
public opportunity to exercife his {pirit of enterprife until the 
time of the Faulkland Iflands armament, when we find hima 
Lieutenant on board the Arethufa, at Deptford, where he dif. 
played a wonderful coolnefs and refolution in a matter of fervice 
which drew upon him a formidable attack from an enraged mob, 
and in which fituation he acquitted himfelf with great honour, as 
he had before done in a fimilar fituation at Portfmouth, when he 
was Lieutenant of the Shannon. 

We find him foon after Third Lieutenant of the Race Horfe, 
on anexpedition towards the North Pole, having offered his fer- 
vices to that accomplifhed feaman and philofopher, Lord Mul. 
grave, to whom Mr. Graves ftrongly recommended himfelf by 
his uncommon refolution and firmnefs in the moft trying fitue 
tions of that perilous voyage, and in which voyage fuch fitu- 
tions often occurred. It was upon this voyage that Lord Mul 
grave interpofed, and prevented Mr. Graves, and another office! 
in the expedition; who was of a fimilar turn to himfelf, from 
fighting aducl!,with muskets and fixed bayonets, acrofs the carcalt 
of a white bear, which had been juft killed, and each party dit 
puting it as their prize. However, as generous minds are i 
capable of long refentment, they, as foon as reconciled, both 
went to his Lordfhip, and returned him their thanks for bis 
timely interpofition. 

It was upon this voyage too that Mr. Graves, when the Race 
Horfe was enclofed in the icc, without a feeming probability ot 
her ever being releafed, volunteered an expedition with the 
boats in fearch of the Greenland whalers, in hopes by that meats 
to find affiftance that might be ufeful forthe fafety of thofe wha 
were left behind ; on this forlorn hope he had aétually fet ot 
with afew volunteers that were equally hardy with hienlell 








~ ee a 





















» was then 
or of New. 
65, accom. 
1 to a Liev. 
ontinued to 
ortfmouth, 
rity which 
yut a daring 
- than once 
e Shannon, 
e dawnings 
e down the 
tation to be 
Gambia, to 
e upon the 
hazardous, 
rks. 
cer had no 
fe until the 
find him a 
rere he dif. 
of fervice 
raged mob, 
: honour, as 
h, when he 


Lace Horle, 
red his fer- 
Lord Mul. 
himfelf by 
ying fitua- 
fuch fitua- 
Lord Mul. 
ther officer 
nfelf, from 
the carcale 
: party dif. 
nds are il- 
siled, both 
ks for bis 


n the Rat 
bability of 
n with the 
that meats 
- thofe wha 
lly fet out 
infelf, # 
had 














THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 





343 


had got fume miles from the fhip when the fea began to roar, and 
thewed a difpofition to free them, upon which the fignal was 
made for their return, and with difficulty they could again reach 
the fhip, the wind having changed, and feparated the mountains 
of ice with which the was furrounded. 

Soon after Mr. Graves returned from this voyage, we find 
him at Bofton, in New England, with the command of a {mall 
{chooner of four two-pounders, and thirty men, the command 
of which, it is faid, he procured from his uncle, Admiral Samuel 
Graves, who had then the command in America, with an inten- 
tion of exploring the coaft of that Continent, previous to a war 
that then threatened the peace of Great Britain and her colonies, 
which {chooner was foon afterwards burnt by General Putnam, 
at Winnifimmet Ferry, after a refiltance that aftonifhed every 
one; the fchooner being aground, and under the fire of four 
pieces of cannon and three thoufand men, who were under the 
cover of afmall hill, within piftol thot of the fchooner. Ge- 
neral Putnam got under her bottom during the night, and under 
the fire of his people threw lighted combuftibles on the 
fchooner’s decks, at atime when Mr. Graves was fending off 
his wounded men from the other fide of the {chooner, and being 
himfelf the laft out of the veffel, he did not efcape without being 
exceedingly burnt, as was alfo his brother, Captain John Graves, 
who at that time ferved Firft Lieutenant of the Prefton, and who 
came to his affliftance in one of the Prefton’s boats. 

Before Mr. Graves was quite recovered of his burnt wounds, 
we find him again employed at Noddles Ifland, oppofite to 
Bofton, commanding a gun boat, covering the boats of the 
{quadron in bringing off the naval ftores from that ifland, part 
of the houfes being then in flames, which were fet on fire by 
the Americans, who were in great force on the ifland, with an 
intention of deftroying the King’s ftores. It was here that one 
of the Americans, more daring than the reft, advanced nearly 
half way between his own people andthe marines of the fqua- 
dron, who were then pofted behind fome ftone walls in order to 
cover the boats’ crews who were employed in faving the ftores, 
the Americans being then much more numerous and flrongly 
pofted, as well in the remaining houfes as behind ftone walls 
upon an eminence at a fmall diftance. The boldnefs of this 
American excited the rcfentment of Mr. Graves, who was 
always happy in having opportunities of braving danger ; he 
could not bear the idea of a fingle enemy giving fo public a 
challenge to the Britifh feamen and marines, but eagerly feized 

onthe occafion of meeting the daring hero, and after procuring a 
good marine mufket and bayonet from Captain Johnfon, the 
Commanding Officer of the Marines, went out to meet the 
American champion in fingle combat ; the Admiral approached 
his antagonift within fifty or fixty yards, when perceiving that he 
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began to decline the contefl, he invited him not to relinquith it, 
telling him the eyes of their ref{pective parties were all on them, 
and to remember, it was himfelf that gave the challenge, and that 
he might now chufe his diftance, affuring him, that he was him. 
felf determined not to fire before he could feel him with the 
point of the bayonet; at the fame time informing him too, that 
if the fortune of war fhould terminate in his favour, he fhould 
carry his fcalp with him as atrophy ; thus far, he faid, it was 
neceflary to tell him, that they might be upon an equal footing, 
During this time the Admiral advancing faft upon his adverfary, 
who feemed to be now totally motionlefs with fear, from the 
uncommon coolnefs of the other, whofe eagernefs to clofe before 
any of the Americans came within fhot, (many of whom were 
flealing down), and the neceflity there was for keeping a fteady 
eye upon his opponent, occafioned his ftumbling into a fwamp, 
of' which accident the other took the advantage ; and after dif. 
charging his mufket, threw it down, and took to his heels. The 
fhot was well levelled, and narrowly miffed the Admiral, who 
fired in return, with equal difappointment of his aim, and in his 
retreat received the fire of all thofe who were concealed for the 
affiftance of their friend. 

Afterthis Mr. Graves was a volunteer on many expeditions in 
the vicinity of Boflon; and commanded, as a volunteer, one of 
the armed floops belonging to the army, im covering the troops 
deftined for the attack of Bunker’s Hill. After which aétion we 
find him in command of the Bolton brig, at Rhode Ifland, under 
the command of Sir James Wallace, whofe [pirited conduét had 
induced him to get on the fame fervice with Sir James, and was 
prefent with him in all his fkirmifhes in that part of the world, 
uotilhis uncle, Admiral Graves, was recalled from the command, 
with whom he returned to E nglai id, as Lieutenant of the Pref- 
ton, filled with refentment by the injuftice which he conceived 
was done in the recal of his uncle. Before his departure for 
England, when on his paflage from Rhode Ifland to Bofton, in 
order to joi 1 his uncle, he was in a {mall tender belonging to his 
Majefty’s thip Rofe, in which {mall veflel he had an a¢tion with 
the famous American, Captain Manley, in a privateer of much 
fuperior force, who efcaped by his fuperiority of failing. 

lhe Admiral came after thisto England, where he did not re- 
main long inactive, but foon returned to America with Commo- 
dore, now Lord Hotham, in the Preflon, when he affifted at the 
reduétion of New York and Rhode Iiland, being conftantly 
employed in all the flat boat expeditions, and other fervices of 
danger and fatigue. Soon after the redu@tion of Rhode Ifland, 
we find him diftinguifhing himfelf in the Chefapeak, being then 
Lieutenant of the Preflon; at this time he boarded and took a 
se in the Preflon’s barge and pinnace, in which captured 
veffel, and on the fame day, he captured another very valuable 
tobacco 
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tobacco fhip, though guarded by a privateer of fuperior force to 
the veflel he was in, and conduéted the fhip fafe to New York, 
from whence he again returned to England, in hopes of ferving 
with his uncle, who was then faid to have a foreign command, 
when a French war was commencing ; but being difappointed in 
ferving with his uncle, a brave and refolute officer, to whom he 
was ftrongly attached by fentiment, gratitude, and affection, and 
a French war taking place, he deemed it inglorious to reinain 
long afhore; he therefore offered his fervices, and we foon after 
find him again in the Weft Indies, in*the command of the Sa- 
vage, through the recommendation of his patron, the prefent 
Lord Graves, who was then ferving inthat country .—In the Sa- 
vage he was at lait fent to New York, with difpatches to Admiral 
Arbuthnot, much about the time that the French fleet, under the 
command of Monfieur de Tournay, arrived onthat coaft; which 
fleet took refuge in Rhode land, a place, among many others, 
that the Admiral had before gained a perfeét knowledge of ; and 
therefore he offered his fervices to Admiral Arbuthnot, to pilot 
in the leading fhip of his fquadron to the attack of the French 
fleet; affuring Admiral Arbuthnot that he was fo intimately ac- 
quainted with the navigation of Rhode Ifland, he wonld engage 
to run the French Admiral’s fhip on board. This offer, which 
was frequently repeated during the continuance of our fquadron 
in the vicinity of that place, was fo confonant to the feelings of 
that good and brave old officer, that he made a voluntary offer of 
ferving Mr. Graves, which he foon performed, by making him 
Poft-Captain into the Bedford, foon after that unfortunate aétion 
with the French fleet, and in which thip Admiral Graves ferved 
aiterwards as Admiral Arbuthnot’s Captain, ull he quitted the 
command in America. 

When Sir George Brydges Rodney (afterwards Lord Rod- 
ney), arrived at New York, Rear-Admiral Graves ftrongly and 
repeatedly fuggefled, by letter to Sir George, the propriety of 
making an attack upon the French fleet at Rhode Ifland, and vo- 
luntarily offered to pilot the leading fhip; affuring Sir George 
Brydges Rodney, that nothing could fave the French hips from 
the furce then under his command, if he would but make the 
attack in the manner he propofed. ‘This offer was, however, 
declined. 

A fhort time before Mr. Graves was promoted into the Bed- 
ford from the Savage floop, which floop was then inthe Chefa- 
peak, he was fent with three {mall veffels, with orders to proceed 
as high as poffible up the river Potomack, in order to prevent 
the Marquis de la Fayette from croffing with his army, who was 
then on his march to William{burgh; this intended expedition 
of the Marquis the Rear-Admiral effe@tually prevented, by im- 
mediately pufhing up tothe town of Alexandria, which he me- 
ditated to have laid in afhes, but was prevented by two of his 
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vellels getting aground, deflroying neverthelefs vaft quantities of 
tobacco in his paffage up and down that river; and there was 
not a day whilft on this fervice without landings being made to 
deftroy the craft on the river ; and many ferious fkirmithes took 
place with the militia and troops who were appointed for the de. 
fence of the tobacco flores and craft on the river; on which 
fervice he difplayed no fmall military genius, though often at. 
tended with much lofs of men and danger, having feldom lefs 
than three times his number to contend with, and had once half 
the people in his boat killed or wounded. He afterwards ferved 
in the Bedford in ali the ations with Lord Rodney and Lord 
Hood in the Weft Indies, and alfo in the aétion of the Chefa. 
peak againit the Count de Graffe. 

On the return of this fleet to New York, to repair their da. 
mages after the aétion, in which the Bedford had been parti. 
cularly confpicuous, Mr. Graves was appointed to the command 
of the Magicienne frigate, then fitting at Halifax, but as there 
was at that moment a determined purpofe of another aétion with 
an enemy who was then of nearly one third more force, and 
which promifed to be of the moft ferious nature, from the mag. 
nitude of the objeé&t in difpute, the Admiral nobly and difin. 
tereftedly declined taking the command of this promifing fri. 
gate, preferring danger to the infallibly making a fortune in his 
new appointment, after which the fame fentiments of honour 
and patriotifm induced him ftill to poftpone taking poffeffion of 
the Magicienne, andto go to the Welt Indies in the Bedford, 
though not before he had fent round to Halifax near two hun. 
dred men to the Magicienne, which he raifed at New York at 
very confiderable expence of bounty out of his own pocket. 
In the Weft Indies he continued to command the Bedford, on 
board of which fhip Commodore Affleck had his broad pendant. 

The fhare Admiral Graves had when commanding the Bed. 
ford, in an ation which is fo highly celebrated, under the com- 
mand of Sir Samucl, now Lord Hoed, at St. Kitt’s, is recorded 
by that Commander himfeif.. The Admiral remained in the 
command of the Bedferd, and was in the aflion of the 12th ol 
April, under Lord Rodney, off Guadaloupe. 

The conftant aétive {pirit of Admiral Graves led him to offer 
his fervices to Admiral Rodney to head the landers of the fleet, 
a large body of men, fo called from their being trained to fmall 
arms, and under immediate orders for landing, with a view, a 
itwas fuppofed, of retaking the ifland of St. Kitt’s; and as 
there was neither emolument nor rank annexed to this command, 
he told the Admiral he fhould be happy to be employed upon tt, 
or upon any other fervice of danger and enterprize. ; 

In the autumn of 1782, when Admiral Pigot’s fleet arrived in 
North America, and not before, our prefent hero took the com- 
mand of the Magicienne, where, contrary to the inclinaies 0 
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his aétive mind, he was conftantly employed in attending con- 
voys. But on his paflage with one of thefe convoys to the Weit 
Indies, his conftant defire of confli€t was again indulged, by his 
meeting, on the 2d of January, 1783, with the Sybille and 
Railleur French frigates, with whom he had that juftly celebrated 
and obftinate aétion, in which inftance he fhewed fuch gallantry 
and fpirit as will for ever refleét honour on the Britifh navy. 
The circumftances of the aétjon are fo frefh inthe mind of every 
one, that it is unneceflary to fay any thing further upon his con- 
du@& therein. And we muft hereafter look for him among the 
competitors for glory, whom fpirit and enterprize will not fuffer 
them to prefer fecurity and eafe, if on thé ftage of the world 
they can find a fcene of aftion in arms. Our prefent hero was 
not again able to obtain employment till a few months before 
Lord Spencer’s retiring from the Admiralty Board, when he was 
appointed to the command of the Cumberland; and on the late 
promotion of flag officers was promoted tothe rank of Rear- 


’ Admiral of the White. 
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Memoirs of the prefent King of the Two Sicilies. 
{Continued from Page 336.] 


T is eafy to judge, from what we have juft ftated, that the reign 
of Ferdinand IV. would have been one of the happieit 
ever recorded in the hiftory of his kingdoms had he been the 
only artificer of his fortune. We had, however, remarked be- 
fore, that he has been liable to many confiderable inconveni- 
encies, without the leaft culpability on his part. In the year 
1773, arebellion of the moft ferious nature broke out in Pa- 
lermo, which feemed to endanger the crown of Sicily. The 
Viceroy, Marquis Fogliani, was ignominioufly turned away by 
the inhabitants, the other royal authorities were fufpended, and 
the whole people provided with arms and artillery. The go- 
vernment was alarmed left the f{pirit of infurrettion fhould 
fpread over the ifland, and renew the tragical fcene of the fa- 
mous vefpers, or others fo congenial to the warm heads of the 
Sicilians. Vaft numbers of troops were fent from Naples 
under the command of General Carata, with little or no profpeét 
of fuccefs, and it was an uncommon felicity of circumftance 
that the fuperior abilities of this very gallant officer overcame 
all difficulties, and made the Palermians return to their duty. 
In the year 1775, his Catholic Majefty, Charles I1I. had re- 
folved to deftroy Algiers, as one of the greateft nuifances 
to the Spanifh commerce. Ferdinand, accordingly, fent to his 
augaft father, a contingent of troops, nearly of four regiments. 
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It is in every man’s recolleétion wherefore the expedition wag 
unfuccefsful, and it is known how the Spanifh and Neapolitan 
troops were, foon after their landing, drawn into an ambuf. 
cade,and deftroyed by the grape-fhot of a numerous arti]. 
lery. His Sicilian Majefty was extremely fenfible of this mif. 
fortune; and he only confoled himfelf with the idea, that his 
troops had not been fo harraffed as the Spaniards. Yet, this 
very event ought to have given to both Monarchs the com. 
pleteft proot of the French felfithnefs and perfidioufnefs. Un. 
der the {pecious name of family compaét, the cabinet of Ver. 
failles had reduced the two Kingdoms of Spain and Naples to 
the condition of fiefs of the Grand Monarque, They were to 
move under his orders when he pleafed ; upon any other occa. 
fion they could fcarcely affert their rights. It isa faét com. 
pletely eftablifhed, that the Algier artillery was direéted by 
French officers fent over from Toulon. And it really: was the 
intereft of the French trade, that the coafts of Barbary thould 
always be at war with Spain and the Two Sicilies. 

Inthe month of January, 1779, another mistortune took place. 
This was the death of the Hereditary Prince, Charles Titus, 
Duke of Apulia. It was certainly a heavy forrow to his pa- 
rents, 2s he was a promifing child, of found conftitution, good 
figure, full of f{pirits, and of fenfibility fuperior to any of the 
royal children. The event was fo much the more lamentable, 
as it appeared that the unfortunate young Prince was difpatched 
by the prefumptuous ignorance of the phyficians in his fervice, 
who endeavoured to experiment upon him fome new abitra& 
and dangerous theories of medicine. 

In February, 1783, the fouthern part of Calabria, and fome 
part of Sicily, round Meflina, were defolated by a dreadful 
earthquake. Although this fcourge of mankind is more com- 
mon in the Two Sicilies than any where elfe, and fad records 
are preferved of the devaftations it has, in every age, effeéted in 
both countries, yet it never was fo wideand fo deftruétive as at 
the time we {peak of. The city of Oppido was faid to have 
been the centre of the movement, from whence, if we recol- 
leé& rightly, it was equally and gradually {pread to the extent of 
45 miles in every direétion. All the cities, therefore, and vil- 
lages, lying between the circle of about 270 miles, were affetted, 
and more than a hundred of them levelled to the ground, with 
the lofs of about 40,000 lives. By thefe means the moft beau- 
tiful and fertile province of the kingdom of Naples was loft for 
many years. 

All thefe misfortunes, however, dwindled into infignificance, 
when compared toa very fingular ftroke infli@ed on their Sict- 
lian Majefties by the Court of Spain in the fubfequent year 
1784. The Catholic King had, perhaps, good reafons to be dif- 
fatistied with the Neapolitan government. He was deeply con- 
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cerned that the Auftrian fa€tion acquired from day to day an 
overgrowing preponderance in Naples; he therefore infifted, 
that a perfon devoted to that houfe fhould be removed from the 
miniftry, and every means in his power was tried to attain the ob- 
je€t in an amicable way. He was not only totally difappointed, 
but had alfo the mortification to fee the Emperor Jofeph re- 
pairing to Naples in December 1783, and engaging his Majefly 
in atreaty of alliance with him and the late Emprefs of Ruffia, 
which virtually tended to emancipate the Sicilian monarchy 
from the family compaft. ‘This new alliance would, in all pro- 
bability, have opened to his Majefty a field of exertions quite 
unknown before, and given him a profpeét of fome important 
acquifitions in the fubfequent cvents then likely to take place, 
if the fcheme had been properly fupported by the wifdom of 
the government, and the fidelity of the new allies. It would 
certainly have occafioned no blame from the public, nor perhaps 
any complaint from the Court of Spain; as every man of fenfe 
was fully convinced that any emancipation of the Bourbon 
powers from the infiduous cabinet of Verfailles would be bene- 
ficial to them, who had been hitherto condemned to a& only 
like puppets in every political machinery of the French ambi- 
tion. As, however, his Sicilian Majefty was deftitute of a good 


‘miniftry, and engaged to deal with a foreign Prince, who, 


befides his noted chara&teriftical ambition and rapacity, had alfo 
fome rights onthe very kingdom of Naples, it was juftly appre- 
hended that fome time or other he might find himfelf in difh- 
culties from which he could never extricate himfelf. Charles 
lll. after employing all the influence of his paternal authority 
to no purpofe, began to aét as an injured friend. Accordingly, 
he recalled his Ambaflador from Naples, and foon after enaéted a 
law derogatory to the Pragmatic Sanétion of 1759, and pur- 
porting “* that his Sicilian Majefty and his defcendants thould 
be for ever excluded from the fucceflion tothe Spanifh crown.” 
This was really a political thunder-clap. The Neapolitan go- 
vernment, being aware that the Spaniards were full as much as 
themfelves under the tuition of the Court of Verfailles, thought 
they could avert the blow by applying for juftice and proteétion 
tothe head of the family. Cardinal de Bernis, then French 
Ambaffador in Rome, was fent for to Naples for the purpofe of 
the embaffy ; and at the end of the negociations, their Ma- 
jellies were mortified by the unwelcome truth that the meafyre 
adopted by the Court of Madrid had been previoufly confented 
to by that of Verfailles!’ The difguft of his Catholic Majefty 
Was flill at the higheft pitch, and other difagreeable confe- 
(uences would have been the refult, had not his own death, that 
of the Emperor Jofeph, and the exploding volcano of the French 
evolution turned the minds of the,European cabinets towards 
more ferious and alarming objects. 


Vote XXXVIL. > G Tn 
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In the year 1785, his Majefly and his Queen made the tour of 
Italy. The remotett obje& of their jourtey was to fee the {, 
mous Giuoco del Ponte (The bridge-game) in Pifa. This isa 
public ceremony performed every year inthe month of May; 
it confilts of fomething like a pitched battle between two dif. 
ferent armies; and it is a mock imitation of the bloody contels 
between the Guelphs and the Ghibellins, and other fubfequen: 
faétions which defolated Tufcany in the middle ages. The en. 
thufiafm of the Tufcans for this diverfion is fuch as to renderit 
a fubjeét of every converfation a month before the appointed 
time, and to engage individuals even in convents and nunneries 
to lay wagers on the contending parties. His Majefty’s journey 
proved extremely agreeable to himfelf, as he was received by 
every government and people with extraordinary marks of re 
{peét and gratitude: it was alfo beneficial to the inhabitants of 
the different countries, who witneffed his virtuous charafler, 
his aflable and condefcending behaviour, and his unexampled 
generofity, This laft virtue had already been extolled with 
praifes in all the Italian capitals where he flopped. It was, 
among other things, reported, that on his vifiting the highel 
court of juftice of his Sardinian Majefty, in Turin, and feeing 
a valt number ot prifoners confined for debts and bankruptcies, 
he made-a point to inquire from one of the magiftrates, whoa 
tended him, what was the money required for the purpofe of 
fetting thofe unfortunate men at liberty ? Upon being informed 
that the whole amounted to a fum of many hundred thoufands, 
he immediately delivered a draft, and defired that the prifoners 
fhould be liberated. This uncommon att of generofity wa 
mentioned in all the Italian newfpapers with due affeétion and 
gratitude. A regard, however, for hillorical truth compels us 
ftate that it produced a difagreeable fenfation in Naples, whet | 
fome mauvais plaifans juftly affirmed, ina pulcinellefca fe | 
tence, that it was abfurd for his Majefty to go to Turin to exer 
his generofity on the Piedmontefe {windlers, when he had plenty 
of fuch people in his own dominions. 

Many important things took place in his Majefly’s gover 
ment fromthe year 1785 to 1790; fuch as the intended agree 
ment with the Court of Rome, the expulfion of the Papal Nunc 
from Naples, the fuppreflion of the tribute of the White Hors 
and the reform in the royal finances, the army, and magillracy: 

In Auguil, 1790, the two eldeit Neapolitan Princefles, Mart 
Therefa, the prefent Emprefs, and Louifa Amelia, the preiest 
GC His Majeliy 


und-Duchels of ‘Tufcany, were married. 
ay | his two 


ed himfelf of this opportunity to accompany , 
dauchters to Vienna, and to make the tour of Germany 
; ‘Sree ; * Emperor 
Hungary. He occafionally aflifted at the ceremony of Empet 
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notice, as tending to evince that even the moft unaffuming and 
modeft Princes tall very often a prey to bafe flattery, and that no 
trifling opportunity ever efcapes artful fycophants to ingratiate 
themfelves with their mafters. A weak Neapolitan magiftrate of 
the name of Vecchioniy whofe fatuity had already become pro- 
verbial, and who, thinking to make amends for the want of 
fenfe by an extenfive and diforderly reading, and by an enormous 
colle&tion of exotic books, had acquired a title more to be rie 
diculous, wrote on that occafion a pamphlet to demonftrate that 
Ferdinand I. of Arragon, juft three centuries back, had under- 
takena fimilar journey for the fame purpofe of attending two of 
his Princeffes, one of whom was married to John Galeas Sforfa, 
Duke of Milan, and the other to another powerful Prince. His 
Majefty was fo picafed with this hiftorical parallel as to grant, 
foon after, to the infufficient Vecchioni the honourable, impor- 
tant, and lucrative place of Comptroller of the Cuftoms in 
Foggia. 

On his return to Italy, his Majefty ftopped many days in 
Rome. This was, perhaps, the beft employed part of his jour- 
ney. It produced, at leat, an effeét highly fatisfa€tory to the 
mof fenfible of his fubjetts. In his converfations with the late 
Pius VI. he was'made fenfible of the ambition and rapacity of 
the crafty lawyers and turbulent clergymen in Naples, who had 
for many years palt fomented the fcandalous contefts between 
the ecclefialtical and royal authority. And fo convinced was he 
of the mifconduét of fome of his fervants, that, on his very 
atrival at Naples, he changed the miniitry for the ecclefiaftical 
department, and filled all the vacant bifhopricks with worthy and 
reipefiable perfons, condemning to an humiliating exclufion all 
the intruded candidates who had thought of captivating his 
munificence by reprefenting themfelyes as the fupporters of the 
royal jurifdiétion. 

The univerfal convulfions of Europe now cameon. Here is 
theerid of every regular hiftory of Princes and of government ! 
All their a&tions, meafures, anecdotes, were {wallowed up in the 
vortex of the French revolution. New perfons, and new 
fcenes appeared on the ftage, which made us lofe fight of the 
eminent living charatters, except in the mortifications and humi- 
liations to which they were liable. His Majefty has certainly 
had his fhare of them. In the year 1792 his metropolis was 
threatened by a French fquadron under Admiral La Touche, 
who fent on fhore an ob{cure brigadier to diétate laws in his very 
palace! Another revolutionift of the name of Machault dif- 
patched an Ambaffador to Naples, calling himfelf the proteétor 
ot the ftudents and {cribblers, entered into a confpiracy. Next 
to him the metaphyfical Septembrizer Garat, who had notified 
the fentence of death to the unfortunate Lewis XVI. dared to 
prefent himfelf, in the fame capacity of Ambaffador to a Mo- 

3G 2 narch 




































































THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


narch of the Houfe of Bourbon. Atthe period of the renewal 
of the war, Mr. Caraccioli, his Majefty’s Charge d’A flaires jn 
Paris, was confined in the Temple, and the Ambaflador, Mr, 
Ruffo, who had previoufly fet off, was arrefted in Rome, by 
order of thofe miferable puppets of the French Direétory who 
called themfelves Roman republicans. 

We thall therefore conclude this biographical eflay on his 
Sicilian Majefly with fome hints on the improvement of his 
kingdoms during his reign. The operations at Pompei have 
been conduéted with fuccefs. The magnificent building of the 
Royal Academy, in Naples, intended by its firft founder, the 
Viceroy Count de Lemos, for the univerfity, has been fo aggran. 
dized as to have become the beft of the kind in Europe. The 

.eftablifhment of the Royal Exchange has greatly facilitated the 
external commerce ; and the perfeétion of the high roads from 
the capital to every quarter of the kingdom of Naples, (whichis 
perhaps the greateft glory of his reign) has rendered the internal 
trade more eafy and expeditious. 

Thefe improvements are, however, far inferior to what the 
public might have expcé&ted in the prefent enlightened period of 
unprovement and progrefs of the human mind. 





A Charatter of thofe grand Bulwarks of our Iflands, the 
Tars. 


{From Pratt’s new Volume of « Englifh Gleanings.”’] 


HE Britifh feamen are a race of men, who appear only to 

exiltin other countries, but come to their full growth, and 
the perfeétion of their charaéters in England. A general de- 
fcription of them, for fkill in their profeffion, for courage in 
combating upon the rudeft element, and for their generofity to 
the vanquifhed in the very hour of viétory, a generofity, mild 
as if they Jived upon afummer flream—cannot be over-praifed. 
This is indeed almoft the only one fubje&t, and the one clafs of 
men, without any difparagement tothe reft, which precludes the 
poflibility of panegyric: for, if we look at them collec- 
tively, and judge of them by their private humanities, and pub- 
lic fervices—in all ftages of our biltory, but more efpecially in 
the prefent zra—the fum of natural benevolence, and of na- 
tional good, and that without any emblazoning pretenfions to 
oftentatious difplays, is fulciently admirable to merit all which 
has been fpoken or written in their behalf; in fhort, the Britifh 
failors muit be placed inthe very firft rank of charaéier. 

[have often endeavoured to account for the almoft unbounded 
benevolence which animates the Englith failor. It cannot be, 
altogether, from the general ignorance of what I am‘conftrained 
to 
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to call in the world’s language, the ufe of money ; nor from the 
fudden flufh of it when they receive their pay ; for thefe cir- 
cumftances happen to very many others, who, collcilively 
fpeaking, are by no means fo openhanded or hearted. Probably, 
various caufes may contribute; they pafs moft of their lives on 
an element whofe waving habitations do not admit fome of the 
mof inimical paflions; even fome of the worft vices can only 
be intruders, whilft many of the virtues are refidents. The bil- 
lowy theatre on which they exift keep them together—their 
being inceffantly cx pofed to the fame hazards, embarked in the 
fame caufe, the early ideas of good fellowship, and of glory, 
with which they have been brought up, the traditional hiftory of 
a failor’s foundnefs of heart, of heroic deeds performed on the 
roaring ocean, of their bravely buffeting the ftorms, of vi€tories 
obtained in the teeth of them, with numberlefs glowing tales of 
dangers efcaped, crowned at length with good cheer and the 
{miles of old England! Moreover the conftant fight of each 
other, fo that the whole crew—a powerful attraétion !—feem but 
as one great family, at their daily work of war, conqueft, and of 
adventure. Moft of them, likewife, (and this too is of great ac- 
count) bear in their bofomsa fond impreffion of fome obje& be- 
loved, the memory and abfence from whom naturally tends to 
foften and ameliorate the heart, and we. know that fuch of their 
fongs as are not upon the perils or glories of the fea, celebrate 
and commemorate their miftreffes. 

Unlike men engaged in commercial concerns, I am perfuaded, 
that not one fhip of war’s man, out of at leaft fifty, ever thinks 
of placing out his pay or prize-money to any fort of. worldly 
advantage. His affections, indeed, know well how to appro- 
priate the larger fhare; he fees many a gay ribben and new 
gown, with namelefs other love-tokens, for the girl of his fancy ; 
and the reft goes lightly down his throat to warm his guilelefs 
heart, and perhaps to overheat his head—but even his indifcres 
tions are focial; for while the artizan is fullenly taking his foli- 
tary draught in fome corner of the pot-houfe, honeft Jack will 
invite all within his reach, whether comrades or ftrangers, to 
partake of his flip or his grog, and to join him in cheering his old 
and his young miftrefs—namely, England and the tafs he loves. 
It is ten to one, indeed, if in his way, even to that lafs, he fhould 
encounter an object of forrow or of want, but he would joyfully 
deprive himfelf of half that flip, and curtail his beloved of at 
leaft the price of one gown, to dry the eyes, fill the flomach, and 
clothe the nakednefs of the poor creature who had fallen within 
his immediate obfervation. 

In the courfe of an evening I paffed with Dr. Duncan, he 
related a variety of circumftances, which fell under bis own ob- 
fervation while on board the Venerable (of which he was chap- 
lain), both Lefore and after the glorious 11th of O@ober; and as 
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fome of thefe are calculated to afford a yet farther difplay of the 
mind, charaéter, and countenance of our Englifh tars, I will fub. 
join them. 

The bravery of the men in general, amidft the agonies of 
wounds, and at the very moment of death, could never have 
been credited, fays the Doétor, cven by himfelf, had he not been 
an eye and anear witnefs. “ You are not to imagine I was cir- 
cumf{cribed to the narrow bounds of my clerical office,” faid 
he ;—"* In the day of blood I was on triple duty, alternately 
afting as a failor, chaplain, and furgeon’s afliftant, when the bat. 
tle might too truly be faid to bleed in every vein. I was now 
called upon to minifter to the recoverable, now the irrecover- 
able. Believe me, Sir, not a complaint followed the gahhed fleth 
or loft limbs of the firft, nor a regret for departing exiflence 
mingled in the fleeting breath of the laft. A mariner of the 

ame of Covey was brought down tothe furgery, deprived of 
both his legs; and it was neceffary fome hours after to amputate 
ftill higher. “ I fuppofe thofe d—d fciffars will finith the 
bufinefs of the bullet, mafter mate ?’’ “‘ Indeed my brave fel- 
low,” cried the furgeon, “* there is fome fear of it.” “ Well, 
never mind it,” cried Covey, “ I have loft my legs, to be fure, 
and mayhap may lofe my life; but we beat the Dutch; d—n 
me, we have beat the Dutch, this bleffed day my legs have been 
fhot off !—So I'll ec’en have another cheer for it—huzza! 
huzza! 

‘““ There were feveral women on board the Vencrable while 
in aétion; among thefea failor’s wife was fhot at the fide of her 
hufband at his gun. Another young woman had the lanthorn- 
bottle fhot from her hand, while fhe was holding it for the furgeon 
to drefs her father’s wounds, and perceiving him look terrified, 
fhe ran to her father and cried, “* If you have not received any 
more hurt, never mind the lanthorn.—I am fafe and found, thank 
God—but low are you, father, how are you?” 

Dr. Duncan told me alfo of a gallant little boy, who, while 
one of the failors was under the hands of the furgeons, went 
down to be relieved for a wound he had received inthe cheek; 
—‘* Pray go on with the poor’s man’s drefling, Sir,” faid the 
youthful hero, “ he has loft a limb; I have only got a litle flap 
on the tace.”” The gath was deep, and the blood was gubhing 
from it in torrents into the poor boy’s mouth while he fpoke.” 


—$—$<—<$<$<—$—$— 


THOUGHTS on the SOUL. 
By Rozert Burns. 


\ KE know nothing, or next to nothing, of the fubftance or 
flru€ture of our fouls, fo cannet account for thofelfeem- 
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ing caprices in them, that one fhould be particularly pleafed with 
this thing, or ftruck with that, which, on minds of a different 
caft, makes no extraordinary impreflion. Ihave fome favourite 
flowers in {pring, among which are the mountain-daify, the hare- 
bell, the fox-glove, the wild brier-rofe, the budding-birch, and 
the hoary hawthorn, that 1 view and hang over with particular 
delight. I never hear the loud folitary whiftle of the curlew in 
a f{ummer noon, or the wild mixing cadence of atroop of grey- 
plovers in an autumnal morning, without feeling an clevation of 
foul like the enthufiafm of devotion, or poetry. Tell me, my 
dear friend, to what canthis be owing? Are we a piece of ma- 
chinery, which, like the Eolian harp, paflive takes the impref- 
fion of the pafling accident? Or do thefe workings argue fome- 
thing within us above the trodden clod? Iown myfelt partial to 
fuch proofs of thofe awful and important realities—a God that 
made all things—man’s immaterial and immortal nature—and a 
world of weal or woe beyond death and the grave! 





Narrative of the Execution at Edinburgh, by the Mob, of 
Captain Porteous. 


ISTORIANS have noticed, that at this time (in the year 
1734) fuch a degree of licentioufnels prevailed over the 
paca that neither the laws nor the magiltrates were, in many 
inftances, refpe&ted. Some very ferious riots had happened in 
different parts of the kingdom, and a difturbance of the moft 
alarming nature had occurred in the city of Edinburgh. One 
Captain Porteous, who commanded the city guard at the execu- 
tion of a fmuggler, upon fome provocation from the populace, 
without the ufual precaution of reading the proclamation, had 
ordered his men to fire on the croud, by which feveral innocent 
perfons were killed. Being conviéted of the murder, he was 
fentenced to die; but his Majefty then being at Hanover, his 
confort, the Queen, as regent to the crown, granted Porteous a 
reprieve. This aét of clemency having fiiled the friends of 
thofe who had been thus facrificed to his indifcretion with 
deteftation and rage, they too fuccefsfully ftirred up the rabble 
to a determination of revenge <9 murders. Having concerted 
their plans on the very day which the Judges had fixed for the 
execution of Porteous, they affe mbled i in different places, and at 
ten in the evening they blocked up the gates of the city, dif- 
armed the town-guards, broke open the prifon, and executed the 
objeét of their revenge on the fign-:poft of adyer. Having ef- 
fetted their purpofe, they immediately difperfed to their feveral 
homes. 
Though 
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Though very confiderable rewards were offered for the ap. 
prehenfion of the murderers, none of them were ever difcovered ; 
but, in the enfuing feflion of Parliament, the matter was moft 
clofely invefligated. The occurrence having been introduced 
tothe Lords, the different accounts and papers fubmitted to 
their perufal, and three Scottifh Judges, and feveral other wit- 
nefles attending, a bill was brought in for the imprifonment, and 
to difable Alexander Wilfon, Efg. Lord-Provoft of Edinburgh, 


from enjoying any office of magiftracy ; and for abolifhing the . 


city-guard; and to take away the gates of the Netherbow port, 
&c. This bill, after a trong oppofition, was paffed, and fent to 
the Commons, where the matter being again clofely {crutinized, 
and it appearing that the Lord-Provoft had exerted himfelf to 
the utmolt that circumftances would allow, for quelling the riot, 
fuch amendments were made to the bill as to leave no claufe in 
force, but that for impofing a fine on the city of two thoufand 
pounds, which were to be paid to the widow of the late Captain 
Porteous. The bill being returned to the Lords, they agreed to 
the amendments, and thus the unpleafant fcene clofed. 





An ANECDOTE. 

N the early part of Mr. Muilman’s life he became enamoured 

with Conftantia Phillips, and, finding he could not procure 
her asa miftrefs, tefolved to venture upon her as a wife. They 
were accordingly married; but as their difpofitions were not 
exadly fimilar, they were not fuperlatively happy. “ Mr. 
Muilman,” faid Conftantia, after they had been married about 
three months, “ 1 believe you are heartily tired of me, and I 
am heartily tired of you; fo if you will fettle five hundred 
pounds a year upon me for life, I will put you in a way of dif- 


folving our marriage.”” He eagerly embraced this propofal,and - 


gave her his bond for the performance of the contraét, and fhe 
produced acertificate of her previous marriage with a paftry-cook, 
who lived in Maiden-lane, Covent-garden. 

This point being afcertained, Mr. Muilman refufed to pay her 
the annuity, and to her forrow fhe found that there was a flaw in 
the drawing up the bond, which put it out of her power to com- 
pel him to pay it. She therefore told him that unlefs he entered 
into ‘anew and legal engagement to pay it, fhe would take a ftep 
that would render her marriage w2th him perfe&tly legal. He 
laughed at her, but fhe performed her promife, by bringing a 
certificate, and producing a regifter, by which it appeared, that 
the Maiden-lane paftry-cook, previous to his marriage with her, 
had married another woman, who was {till alive. —Tuis difcon- 
certed the merchant, who, however, got quit of her importunities, 
hy giving her a confiderable fum, on condition of her going to 
Jamaica, where fhe fettled as keeper of a coffee-houle, and died 
fter.’ 0 
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Curious Tenure of Brianfton, in the County of Dorfet. 


{ g~ lands of Brianfton, a village near Blandford, were held 
by a tenure which obliged the proprietor, when the King 
marched to war againft either Scotland or Wales, to furnifh a 
man to walk before him, without any other ¢loaths than his 
fhirt and drawers; holding in one hand a bow without a ftring, 
and in the other, an arrow without a feather. 





ORIGIN of CIRCULATING LIBRARIES. 


HESE inftitutions, now become fo very general, are of no 

greater flanding than fifty or fixty years. The firft in 
London was commenced at No. 132, in the Strand, by a bookfel- 
ler of the name of Wright, about the year 174°; he was fuc- 
ceeded in the fame concern by Batho, who was fucceeded by 
Mr. John Bell. Among the earlieft and moft fuccefsful rivals 
of Wright were the Nobles in Holborn and St. Martin's Court ; 
Chater in King-ftreet, Cheapfide ; and Lowndes in Flect-ftrect. 
The number of circulating libraries in Great Britain was, in the 
year 1800, not lefs than one thoufand. 





Anfwer, by Fames Chivers, Teacher of Mathematics at St, 
Auftell, to Phitotechnus’s Queflion, inferted February 2, 


ET the fine and co-fine of the required latitude be denoted 
by x and y refpeétively : put a= the co-tangent of the 
plane’s declination, d=its co-fine, and b == the tangent of 47°. 
Now 13y!:d$dy== the fine of the ftyle’s height; and 13>: 5 
%4aX =the co-tangent of the plane’s longitude. Again, as 


dy: ax$b$ daxy==b, and xy==—== 48078, &c. a 
da 
the latitude the dial was defigned for is 52° 58! 2" 
Alfo the ftyle’s height==33° 48’; fubftyle’s diflance irom the 
meridian—=16° 6’; and the plane’s difference of longitude —= 
27° 25), 


ee — 





Anfwer, by G. Geach, of Wadebridge, to W. Sherwell’s Rebus, 
inferted February 16, 


N many a Bay out navy rides, 
Or {weeps the afferted fea; 
The efforts of her toes derides, 
And keeps our country free. 
9 


Vor. XXXVI. 3H 
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O matchlefs power! who rul’ft the kies, 
Bid not our fun to fet! 
Britain on thee for help relies, 
Save her from Gallia’s Net. 
Thy pow’r evince, thy aid afford, 
We fear not. BAYONET or fword. 


*,* We have received the like anfwer from Scrjeant Whittle, of the Up. 
way Volunteers ; T. Webber, jun. and R. Sellick, jun. of Tiverton; Henry 
Humphreys, L. H. Thomas Whicker, J.Squance, and J. Smith, of Exeter; 
G. England,of Lyme; W. England, of Uplyme; W.H. of Briftol; P. Nin- 
nis, St, Auftell; J. Field, Staverton; Philom. of Teingmouth; J. Bulgin, of 
Caftle Cary; Sampfon O’Smith; Serjeant Abb, of the Exminfler Volunteers; 
Serjeant Towning of the Fivehead Volunteers; Novus, of Barnftaple; Wil- 
liam Chudleigh, of Newton Bufhel; J. Hayden, Axminfter; E. Rowland, of 
the Royal Denbigh Militia; W. B. and R. Baker, Poole; W. Maddick, of 
Rattery; J. R. Toulmin; J. W. St. Auftell; and T, Taylor, Bridgewater. 





Anfwer, by Serjeant Whittle, of the Upway Volunteers, to the 
Rebus, inferted February 23. 


H’ initials duly found proclaim, 
That VIRGIL is the poet’s name. 


Similar anfwers have been received from J. Bulgin, Caftle Cary ; Sampfoa 
O'Smith; W. B.and R. Baker, Poole; and J. R. Toulmin. 








A CHARADE, by Sampfon O’Smith. 


O find my firt you'll not be vex’d, 
A pugiliftic term relate; 
When trees are planted in my next 
They furnifh us a cool retreat: 
My whole frequents the farmer’s barn 
To feek for fcatter’d grains of corn. 





A REBUS, by W. M. of Topfham. 


Y firlt is a portion of time, 
Which none fhould let heediefs pafs by; 

My next where fhips meet in a line, 

When the bullets deftru€tion let fly ; 
My third, O foon may it blefs 

This ifland much favour’d by ‘Heaven! 
And my laft when fharp pain doth diftrefs 

To the fufferer much comfort has given. 
Join thefe initials right you’ll find 


A paffion foothing to the mind. : 
6 POETRY, 








Nin- 


Vil. 


»fon 

















P.O. 2. Ft ee ¥, 


REFLECTIONS on REVISITING a VILLAGE, 


Hs peacefol village! thou delightful fcene 
Of all my boyifh fports! Sweet rural {por, 
Which memory, ‘* parent of th’ ideal hofts,” 
And contemplation, heaven-born nymph, oft love 
In magic tints to piflure! 
Hail ye fhades 

Of academe! where many a live-Jong hour 
My daily tafk I’ve conn‘d, anxious to hear 
The clock &rike twelve, glad found of liberty. 
Amid your haunts my intant mind put forth 
Its earlieht germs, bencath the foftering hand 
OF him, whofe heart with honeft pride would glow, 
What time with pleafure-fparkling eyes he view’d 
(Sweet recompence for all his cares, his toils!) 
Scions of genius bloffom fair around. 
There E , lov’d companion of my youth! 
We panted up the fieep afcent that leads 
To wifdom’s facred temple; there the flowers 
Of claffic lore we culi’d. 

Thrice happy days! 
When thro’ the verdure, {weetly-winding paths 
Of yonder garden, where luxuriant bloom 
Pomona’s flores, with nimble feet I firay’d, 
And dulcetrafpberries pluck’, 

Lo there the afh 
Beneath whole leafy canopy reclin’d, 
The fongs of Tityrus, the Mantuan fwain, 
And the Mceonian bard’s mellifluent ftrains, 
Full oft have I perus’d. Where flerile weeds 
And waving grafs yon crumbling wall o’e1top 
E:ft in my vacant bours a little {pot 
I us’d tocultivate; but ah! how oft 
Hath fome malicious cow my floral hopes 
All, all deflroy’d! Misfortune to endure 
Is man’s peculiar defliny, and pain 
Embitters e’en the halcyon days of youth. 
On the green margin of yon fedgy lake 
Liftlefs I fat, and watch’d the fportive frogs, 
Or ma.k’d the pebble on the {mooth expanie, 
Increafing cirelcs form. 
In the low cot 

That peeps betwcen thofe ivied church-yard elms, 
An aged matron dwelt, whofe toys and tarts 
Mine eyes attraéied, tempting me t’ exhauft 
My flender purfe. How chang’d the fcene! Time was 
When many an adage the decrepid dame, 
With grave demeanour fpoke, and with events 
Of years long paft, each liftening elf amus’d. 
But now, alas! her clay-cold limbs enfhrin’d, 
Beneath this hillock fleep the fleep of death! 
Nine times the tenants of yon leafy bower, 
With defcants fhrill have hail’d the {pring’s return, 
Since firft I gambol’d on this daified green 
With joyous heart, and ‘* urg’d the flying ball.” 
Hail, peaceful village! Thefe thy fylvan fcenes 








A deep 
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A deep memento on my foul imprefs; 

"Thefe bid me mark with what unnotic’d {peed 

Weeks, months, and years roll round; thefe bid me mark, 
How {oon diflolve the faireft, fondeft hopes, 

And trancing {pells, that charm life’s rofy morn. 


W. CASE, Junior. 





PORTRAIT of MAN, BLEST with the HOPE of IMMORTALITY. 


By the lateW. Cowrer, Ef. 


AS when a felon, whom his country’s laws 
Have juftly doom’d for fome atrocious caufe, 
Expeéis in darknefs, and heart-chilling fears, 
The fhamefal clofe of all his mifpent years; 
If chance, on heavy pinions flowly borne, 
A tempeft uther in the dreaded morn, 
Upon his dungeon walls the lightning play 
The thunder feems to {ummon him away, 
The warder at the door his key applies, 
Shoots back the bolt, and al] his courage dies: 
If then, juft then, all thoughts of mercy loft, 
When hope, long ling’ ring, at laft yields the ghoft, 
The found of pardon pierce his ftartled ear, 
He drops at once his fetters and his fear; 
A tranfport glows in all he looks and fpeaks, 
And the firft thankful tears bedew his checks. 
Joy, far fuperior joy, that much outweighs 
he comfort of a few poor added days, 
Invades, pofleffes, and o’erwhelms the foul 
Of bim, whom hope has with a touch made whole. 
*Tis Heaven, all Heav’n, defcending on the wings 
Of the glad legions of the King of Kings; 
*Tis more—’tis God diffus’d thro’ every part, 
?Tis God himfelf triumphant in his heart ! 
Oh! welcome now the fun’s once hated light, 
His noon-day beams were never half fo bright. 
Not kindred minds alone are call’d t’'employ 
Their bours, their days, in lift’ning to his joy ; 
Unconfcious nature, all that be furveys, : 
Rocks, groves, and ftreams, muff join him in bis praife! 


Thefe are thy glorious works, eternal truth, 
The fcoff of wither’d age and beardlefs youth; 
Thefe move the cenfure and illib’ral grin 
Ot fools that hate thee, and delight in fin: 

But thefe thall laft when night has quench’d the pole, 
And heav’n is all departed as a feroll : 

And when, as juflice has long fince decreed, 

This earth thal blaze, and a new world fucceed, 
Then thefe thy glorious works, and they who fhare 
That hope which can alone exclude defpair, 

Shall live exempt from weaknefsand decay, 

The brighteft wonders of an endlefs day ! 








Bw re ee ie es 


ERE lies John Brown, a man of few words, 
Who kill’d himlelf with cating of curds; 
But had he been rul’d by Joan his wife, 
He might have liv’d all the days of his life. 








